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Virtual (Zoom) Class Lectures on Tue/ Thu from 1:00 pm – 4:30 pm 

Role Names Office Hours  Section Session 1 Hours 

and Location 

Email 

Instructor Subhra B. 

Saha 

Thu 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM  

Join URL: See Canvas Course 

– Introduction Module (same 

as the link to the zoom classes) 

 

N/A susaha@ucsc.edu 

TA Gagandeep 

Sachdeva 

Mon 12 pm – 2 pm 

Join URL: See Canvas Course 

– Introduction Module 

Monday 3 pm – 4 pm 

Join URL: See Canvas 

Course – Introduction 

Module (same as the link to 

the TA Office Hours) 

 

 

gsachdev@ucsc.edu     

 

Important: Setting Expectations about the zoom classes 

 

This class will be taught online synchronously on Zoom because of unusual 

circumstances. It is important to have a stable internet connection, a decent computer / 

laptop and zoom software (in addition to other software like power point, pdf etc.). You 

can download zoom through UCSC. Please go to https://ucsc.zoom.us/  to sign in using 

UCSC credentials. Students from previous classes said it is helpful to have a headphone 

and a mouse for navigation.  

Before the lectures, I will post the “follow along” slides, which you should download as a 

preparation for the class. These slides will be updated during the class. After the class the 

updated file will be posted in Canvas. The Zoom class lecture will be recorded and posted 

in google drive with a link in Canvas. You are welcome in my office hours on Thursdays 

between Thursday 9:00am and 11:00 am (except for university holidays) by clicking on 

the same link as the class link in Canvas. For fast responses please email me between 8 

am – 8 pm 7 days a week at susaha@ucsc.edu if you have questions. My ability to help 

you will be limited during the weekends or outside of the hours mentioned.  

 

Course Description 

 

Economics students are often asked to explain works in economics to audiences who may 

not have any formal training in the subject. This class trains students to summarize, 

analyze and synthesize academic papers or articles from popular press addressing policy 

issues in economics. It also prepares students to read and present academic papers. 

Students will write submit term paper as the final project for this class, which can be used 

as the first step to launch their own research. Students must have satisfied the Entry-

Level Writing and Composition requirement, as well as either 100A, 100M, 100B, 100N, 

or 113, before enrolling. Students of economics must satisfy the major’s upper-division 

Disciplinary Communication (DC) requirement. Economics 197 satisfies this requirement 

for Economics majors. It is intended to familiarize you with the demand and rewards of 

working and writing within the economic academic community. 

 

 

mailto:susaha@ucsc.edu
mailto:gsachdev@ucsc.edu
https://ucsc.zoom.us/
mailto:susaha@ucsc.edu
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Course Objectives 

 

• Read, analyze academic papers 

• Read, analyze articles / videos from general interest newspapers or periodicals or 

videos from youtube (often about economic policies & current affairs related to 

economics) 

• Develop your own research area in an area of your interest 

• Read, think, speak, and write with care and clarity  

• Write a clear, concise, finished piece of work  

• Prepare and deliver oral presentations effectively  

• Support opinions with compelling data and visual aids 

 

Course Materials: Textbook & other resources  

 

• Economical Writing 2nd Edition, Diedre N. McCloskey. This book is about 

writing in economics. This book may be substituted by two academic articles 

written by Professor McCloskey one in the Journal of Economic Literature and 

another in the journal called Economic Inquiry. Both articles will be available on 

Canvas.    

• All additional readings are to be found on Canvas. A glossary of microeconomic 

and macroeconomic concepts will be posted for your convenience. We will be 

using articles from newspapers and academic journals in the classroom for 

demonstration of writing principles. Academic articles will also be used in class 

to give you an idea of how to write a good term paper. You will learn how to 

formulate a research question, how to describe data, how to write about numerical 

results or mathematical theory.  

   

Course Policies & Expected conduct: 

  

• Attendance is not graded because of the unusual circumstances we find ourselves 

in. I will try to take roll call every day. The purpose is to know who comes to 

class regularly. If you cannot attend the class, it is your responsibility of finding 

out what happened in class. You can do this by going over the slides posted after 

the class (as pdf), watching the Zoom Video etc. Please do not send me emails 

with explanations about missing class or not completing an assignment because 

you did not know about it.  

• You are expected to be on time, paying attention, asking relevant questions, 

answering questions asked by the instructor, giving suggestions, sharing your 

work with the instructor or your peers and participate in the writing exercises 

during class.  

• This is a class on writing economics. Participation may be graded through your 

weekly discussion posts; answering questions asked by the instructor. All your 

assignments have to be submitted in Canvas. Late work or emailed work will not 

be accepted. If you choose not to come to class, it is your responsibility to find out 
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if there are assignments due from the class notes posted after the class (I prefer 

that you do not email me about this).  

• TA sections are highly recommended. The TA can assist you with searching for 

term paper topics, academic articles and narrowing down research questions. The 

TA can give you pointers about how to write a good Outline, Draft and the Final 

Paper for submission. 

• Weeks 4 & 5 will be devoted to presentations of an assigned academic paper (10 

slots per class). No new information will be presented after Week 3. In the event 

of illness and/or other family or personal circumstances, please contact me.  

• Please make sure that you communicate with peers and instructor or TAs with 

respect. Violators will be reported to the department chair for further actions.  

• Be careful about plagiarism (see the section below on academic integrity). 

Copying and pasting from articles you are supposed to read to write your term 

paper is a form of plagiarism. Unless the words you are using to describe an idea 

is not yours, you need to acknowledge whoever’s works you are basing other’s 

works 

• All feedback on assignments will be given in Canvas. You need to go to settings 

and “Grades-> click assignment->view feedback” to see the grader’s comments. 

Late work and emailed responses will not be accepted.   

• Final grades will be posted using the system that UCSC has in place. W's are 

given only on the basis of extenuating circumstances and not to avoid a failing or 

low grade. Please note that THE FAMILY EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS AND 

PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 (FERPA) specifies under penalty of law that 

information on grades cannot be given out over the telephone or email and cannot 

be given to anyone other than the student. 

 

Evaluation Instruments 

 

• Article Reflections (AR): 45 points (lowest AR score will be dropped) 

• Term Paper (TP): Outline, Draft and Final Term Paper: 40 points (5+10 + 25) 

• Presentation: 12.5 points (includes points for uploading the presentation before 

the actual in class presentation) 

• Participation Discussions: 2.5 points (lowest PD will be dropped) 

 

Grading Policy 

 

• Total Course Score = Sum of your scores on all evaluation instruments above 

• Total Course Score will be curved: a curving adjustment will be added to the 

score of all students who have submitted the Final Term Paper. It will not exceed 

3 points.  
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If your Course 

Total is  

Then your Letter 

Grade is 

100 and above A+ 

94 - 99.99 A 

90 - 93.99 A- 

87 - 89.99 B+ 

84 - 86.99 B 

80 - 83.99 B- 

77 - 79.99 C+ 

73 - 76.99 C 

70 - 72.99 C- 

67-69.99 D+ 

63 - 66.99 D 

60-62.99 D- 

Below 60 F 

 

Less than C- :70% Nobody in this class should get below a C-, if you are having troubles 

and need help, please see me IMMEDIATLY!  

 

Academic Integrity  

   

Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated and may lead to course failure and possible 

dismissal from the University. You are responsible to being attentive to or observant of 

campus policies about academic honesty as stated in the University's Student Conduct 

Code. You may work with a friend on homework 

but write your own answers. Students who turn in written assignments with identical 

answers will both receive zeros on the assignment. From the UCSC Writing Program: By 

enrolling in the university, students automatically agree to abide by its policies, including 

those on academic misconduct. Academic integrity and scholarship are core values that 

should guide your conduct and decisions as members of the UCSC community. 

Plagiarism and cheating contradict these values, and are very serious academic offenses. 

Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, or suspension or 

expulsion from the university.  

You must cite your sources to avoid plagiarism. This requires more than citing direct 

quotations or paraphrasing. There is absolutely nothing wrong with using ideas that come 

from others; academic work is an additive process. We all rely on the work of others to 

advance our collective knowledge. Simply be sure to give credit where it is due. Failure 

to do so is a serious breach of academic integrity. It may not always be easy to recognize 

whether you are legitimately citing the work of others or whether you have “crossed the 

line” into plagiarism. To become acquainted with what plagiarism is and how to avoid it, 

make an effort to familiarize yourself with and follow citation practices. (see 

http://library.ucsc.edu/library-research-resources) and the university's Rules of Conduct 

regarding student conduct and discipline: http://deanofstudents.ucsc.edu/pdf/student-

handbook.pdf beginning on 

page 45). You should know that I take this very seriously. Experience tells me that 

sometimes things “seem too good to be true.” And sometimes when they seem that way, 

http://library.ucsc.edu/library-research-resources
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they are. Your readers and I will check papers using a variety of search engines in order 

to verify authorship. I am more than willing to give strong grades to everyone in class. I 

will also report academic dishonesty if it appears. 

 

Tutoring 

 

Learning Support Services offers drop-in writing tutoring and one-on-one writing 

tutoring. If you need help with your writing (or editing), please make an appointment 

with them to take advantage of their free services to undergraduate students. The link and 

description of drop-in tutoring is here: http://lss.ucsc.edu/programs/drop-in-tutoring.html. 

One-on-one tutoring is also available through that same link on the left menu. If you miss 

a lecture, you can recover the points by attending three of these sessions (either drop-in or 

one-on-one). 

 

For Students with Disabilities 

 

If you qualify for classroom accommodations because of a disability, please submit your 

Accommodation Authorization Letter from the Disability Resource Center (DRC) 

 http://drc.ucsc.edu/ to me as soon as possible, preferably within the first week of the 

Summer Session. During the academic school year you may receive support from your 

department, division or other delegate in providing exam accommodations (eg. PBSci 

testing). These resources are not available during Summer Session. The DRC makes 

every effort to aid instructors in the implementation of Summer Session exam 

accommodations by helping to find testing space, readers, proctors and scribes.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://drc.ucsc.edu/
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Course Outline (tentative) 

 

Week # & Dates Topics  Submit in Canvas  

Week 1: Jun 22; Jun 24 

 

Introductions & Syllabus; Grading 

Rubrics for Article Reflection; 

Presentation Slots; Research Packets; 

Swapping Opportunities; McCloskey 

Rules, Other Writing Rules; Analyzing 

Non-Academic Papers & Application of 

McCloskey Rules Define Anchor paper & 

Main Paper, Research Questions; 

Working on Important, Interesting, 

Innovations; 

AR1 & PD1 

Soft / Suggested Deadline 

-by 11:59 PM Sun Jun 27  

Firm / Hard Deadline -by 

11:59 PM Tue Jun 29 

Week 2: Jun 29; Jul 1 

 

McCloskey Rules, Other Writing Rules 

AR 1 Discussion; Define Anchor paper & 

Main Paper, Research Questions; 

Working on Important, Interesting, 

Innovations; Methods: Technical Aspects:   

Application of McCloskey Rules Grading 

Rubric of Outline & Draft Submission; 

Working on Presentation and Term Paper 

Submission Grading Rubrics for Draft & 

Final Paper & Presentation  

AR2 & PD2 & Outline 

Soft / Suggested Deadline 

-by 11:59 PM Sun Jul 4 

Firm / Hard Deadline -by 

11:59 PM Tue Jul 6 

Week 3: Jun 6; Jul 8 

 

 

Working on Presentation and Term Paper 

Submission Grading Rubrics for Draft & 

Final Paper & Presentation; Writing 

Comparative review of the main papers.  

AR3 & PD3 & Draft  

Soft / Suggested Deadline 

-by 11:59 PM Sun Jul 11 

Firm / Hard Deadline -by 

11:59 PM Tue Jul 13 

Week 4: Jun 13; Jul 15 Presentation 1 – Presentation 20 

Remember to upload presentations to 

canvas as power point or pdf before the 

in-class presentation. 

AR4, AR5 & PD4, PD 5  

Soft / Suggested Deadline 

-by 11:59 PM Sun Jul 18  

Firm / Hard Deadline -by 

11:59 PM Tue Jul 20 

Week 5: Jul 20; Jul 22 Presentation 21 – Presentation 35 

Remember to upload presentations to 

canvas as power point or pdf before the 

in-class presentation. 

Let over time: Individual assistance for 

Term Paper Writing 

AR6 & PD6 & Final Term 

Paper Submission 

Soft / Suggested Deadline 

-by 11:59 PM Tue Jul 20  

Hard / Firm Deadline -by 

11:59 PM Thu Jul 20 

 

 

  


