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One Way Ticket to Hell… and Back: Exploring Dante’s Inferno 
LIT 114E 

June 22- July 24 
Taught Remotely 

 

Instructor: Filippo Gianferrari Office hours: M 4:30-5:30 

pm         or by appointment. 

Zoom link will be emailed on 

request 
Email: fgianfer@ucsc.edu 

Schedule: M/W 1:00-4:30 pm, June 22-July 22        
 

ZOOM Link: 

https://ucsc.zoom.us/j/91029986249?pwd=Skc0SUNUTHdJZFliNGZIOWxJQTg2QT09 

Password: Dante 
 
The course consists in an intensive reading of the first cantica of Dante’s three-part poem in a seminar 
format. Active class participation in the form of discussion and presentations is the key to a successful 
term. In class, we will focus on a selection of passages from the Inferno, but students will be responsible 
for reading the whole work and bringing other sections of the text into our discussion. We will analyze 
the text with a critical eye on the different uses of metamorphosis in Dante’s representation of Hell. 
In particular, we will observe the complex relationship between the ancient - especially Ovidian – idea 
of human metamorphosis and Dante’s representation of the Christian contrappasso (retribution). In the 
course of our inquiry, we will also explore the medieval concept of imago Dei (in God’s likeness) and 
the ways it defines humanity and its poetic representation.  
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
At the end of the course you will be able to: 

 Demonstrate substantial knowledge of the primary text on which the course is based and 

good knowledge of its cultural context. 

 Master the basic critical and rhetorical tools to carryout textual analysis and literary criticism 

and develop an appreciation of Dante’s Commedia as a literary artifact. 

 Research and evaluate secondary sources, to facilitate an understanding of the primary 

material presented in class and to support your own interpretations. 

 Communicate your own ideas and findings with clarity and coherence, both orally and in 

writing. 

 Demonstrate a broader understanding of intellectual and cultural activity, as carried out 

through honesty, accountability, humility, and criticism in the classroom, in group 

collaboration and in personal work. You will learn that the study of literature can provide a 

useful means for communicating or questioning ideological positions, while opening our 

minds to realities and experiences different from our own and thus enriching our capacity 

for fruitful dialogue. 

COURSE PRIMARY TEXTS 
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Dante Alighieri, Inferno, translation by Robert and Jean Hollander, commentary and notes by 
Robert Hollander (New York: Doubleday, 2000).  
My course is hosted on Canvas. You do not need to sign up for an account, login with your CruzID and 

Gold Password at canvas.ucsc.edu. See Canvas Getting Started Student Guide. 

Students taking this class for credit in Italian Literature will read and analyze the original Italian text of the 
Commedia. Students need to reach out to and meet individually with Prof. Gianferrari to discuss expectations 
for this class. 

 

Course Responsibilities and Policies: 

Important Summer 
Session Remote 
2020 Deadlines 

Session 1: 
Drop: Monday, June 29 
Request for “W”: Friday, July 10 
8-Week:  
Drop: Monday, July 6 
Request for “W”: Friday, July 24 
10-Week: 
Drop: Monday, July 6 
Request for “W”: Friday, July 24 
 
Summer is unique. You will not be dropped for non-attendance or non-payment. You  
must drop yourself. Dropping before the deadline results in a full-tuition 
reversal/refund.  Withdraw posts a W for the grade and full tuition is charged (no refund). 
For all dates and deadlines, including ‘change of grade option’ (P/NP) and grades due, here is 
the summer academic calendar: https://summer.ucsc.edu/studentlife/index.html  
For questions about dropping, requesting a W grade for a course, or withdrawing from the 
summer quarter, email summer@ucsc.edu.  

Grading Criteria 

 
Your final grade in the course will be determined as follows: 
Weekly Reading Quizzes            25% 
Midterm Exam (Essay questions)           25% 
Final Exam (Essay questions)           30% 
Participation                           20% 
Oral Presentation (optional)                                                                              5% extra credit         

 

Grade Scale (numbers are %)       
          

                        

A+ 99-100 C+ 77-79  

A 96-98 C 73-76 

A-   90-95 C-   70-72 

B+ 86-89 D 60-69  

B 83-85 F 0-59 

B-   80-

82                   

  

 
              *All assignments must be completed in order to pass the class. 
No Make-up Quizzes. There will be no make-up quizzes. If for any reason you cannot take 
one of the quizzes you have to communicate that to both your TA and the principal 
instructor as soon as possible. You will schedule a brief oral examination with your TA to 
make-up for the missed quiz. 

https://its.ucsc.edu/canvas/
https://its.ucsc.edu/canvas/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BxgEm3GY5291bWc1ZmlOUGpFMWc/view
https://summer.ucsc.edu/studentlife/index.html
mailto:summer@ucsc.edu
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Class 
Attendance 

Attendance is required: at least 50% synchronous, the other 50% can be done 
asynchronously. My recommendation, however, is to tray and attend as much as possible 
synchronously.  
Given the extenuating circumstances we are all living due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
special accommodations can be made. If any technical or practical issues prevent you from 
synchronous participation in the class, make sure to let me know asap. 

Electronic Devices 

1. No cellular phones or personal data devices may be used during class.  
2. Make sure to have a quiet space and good internet connection for the duration of 

the class. If this represents a challenge for you, please let me know. We are all in this 
together. 

3. Your camera should be on for the whole duration of the class (short interruptions 
are acceptable) 

4. Make sure that your background is appropriate (neither embarrassing nor 
distracting) 

5. Please, keep unbearably cute things, pets, and children off the camera 
6. I am not trying to be annoying here (as a matter of fact I am not in the best 

condition for remote teaching myself), but we need to get work done, so let’s be 
mindful of each other’s need to stay focused and tuned at all times. 

 
Academic Integrity 

 

 
Academic integrity is the cornerstone of a university education. Academic dishonesty 
diminishes the university as an institution and all members of the university community. It 
tarnishes the value of a UCSC degree. All members of the UCSC community have an explicit 
responsibility to foster an environment of trust, honesty, fairness, respect, and responsibility. 
All members of the university community are expected to present as their original work only 
that which is truly their own. All members of the community are expected to report observed 
instances of cheating, plagiarism, and other forms of academic dishonesty in order to ensure 
that the integrity of scholarship is valued and preserved at UCSC. 
In the event a student is found in violation of the UCSC Academic Integrity policy, he or she 
may face both academic sanctions imposed by the instructor of record and disciplinary 
sanctions imposed either by the provost of his or her college or the Academic Tribunal 
convened to hear the case. Violations of the Academic Integrity policy can result in dismissal 
from the university and a permanent notation on a student’s transcript. 
For the full policy and disciplinary procedures on academic dishonesty, students and 
instructors should refer to the Academic Integrity page at the Division of Undergraduate 
Education. 

Accessibility 
Accommodation 

 
The Disability Resources Center reduces barriers to inclusion and full participation for 
students with disabilities by providing support to individually determine reasonable academic 
accommodations. Operations continue via remote appointments. If you have questions or 
concerns about exam accommodations or any other disability-related matter, email the DRC 
Schedulers at drc@ucsc.edu for an appointment. 
Small Group Tutoring  
Small Group Tutoring (SGT) supports students academically to advance educational equity 
by designing inclusive learning environments outside of the classroom. In SGT, you can 
expect the Tutor to facilitate cooperative group activities designed to have students work 
together on the course content and develop study skills for the course. SGT is offered at least 
three times each week for the entire quarter. The Tutor is an undergraduate student who took 
the class, did well, and is trained to facilitate group sessions to focus on students’ needs to 
succeed in the course. SGT is open to all students enrolled in the class and they must sign up 
on our online system: TutorTrac. When students sign up for SGT, they are committing to 
attend every week. For Summer 2020, students can begin signing up for tutoring on 
Monday, June 22rd and tutoring will begin Wednesday, June 24th. Students only have to 
sign up once for tutoring and their appointments will repeat weekly. Sign-ups will close on 
Friday, August 14th for all Summer Session Sign-Ups. This means that after August 14th, 
no new students can sign up for tutoring. 
Want SGT to be successful for you? Bring your books, lecture notes, questions, and be open 
to working collaboratively with your peers. You can sign up using this link: https://ucsc.go-

https://www.ue.ucsc.edu/academic_misconduct
mailto:drc@ucsc.edu
https://ucsc.go-redrock.com/tracweb40/NoAccess.4sp?errText=insufficient%20credentials%20to%20view%20content
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redrock.com/tracweb40/NoAccess.4sp?errText=insufficient%20credentials%20to%20view
%20content  
You can also find the link on our website: https://lss.ucsc.edu/index.html 

Title IX 

 
The university cherishes the free and open exchange of ideas and enlargement of knowledge. 
To maintain this freedom and openness requires objectivity, mutual trust, and confidence; it 
requires the absence of coercion, intimidation, or exploitation. The principal responsibility 
for maintaining these conditions must rest upon those members of the university community 
who exercise most authority and leadership: faculty, managers, and supervisors. 
The university has therefore instituted a number of measures designed to protect its 
community from sex discrimination, sexual harassment, sexual violence, and other related 
prohibited conduct. Information about the Title IX Office, the online reporting link, 
applicable campus resources, reporting responsibilities, the UC Policy on Sexual Violence and 
Sexual Harassment, and the UC Santa Cruz Procedures for Reporting and Responding to 
Reports of Sexual Violence and Sexual Harassment can be found at titleix.ucsc.edu.   
The Title IX Office is actively responding to reports and requests for consultation. If you are 
not currently working with someone in the office and want to make a report/request a 
consult, you can expect the fastest response by using our online reporting link. 
For more information please visit the Title IX Operations under Covid-19 page. 

 
SOME USEFUL RESOURCES 

Bibliografia Dantesca Internazionale http://domino.leonet.it/sdi/bibliografia.nsf/frasetINFO  
Cambridge Companion to Dante https://www-cambridge-
org.proxy.library.nd.edu/core/books/the-cambridge-companion-to-
dante/6B6825B68AD3F8439DDFD690F6955F7E  
Dartmouth Dante Project https://dante.dartmouth.edu/  
Dante Online http://www.danteonline.it/english/home_ita.asp  
Dante Worlds http://danteworlds.laits.utexas.edu/  
Digital Dante http://digitaldante.columbia.edu/dante/divine-comedy/  
Enciclopedia Dantesca Online http://www.treccani.it/scuola/dossier/2008/dante/13.html  
Princeton Dante Project http://etcweb.princeton.edu/dante/index.html  

 

TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE: 

When What What to do 
 

Special 

Assignment 
Week 1 

M 06/22 
 

Introductions 

Syllabus 

“The Middle Ages” 

“Dante, Beatrice, and their 

world” 

In preparation for our first meeting 
read:  

1) Syllabus, and prepare 

questions 

2) Selected pages from Dante’s 

New Life (available on Canvas) 

 

W 06/24 

Getting Lost in 

a Dark Wood 

Quiz 1  

Inferno 1-4 

Read Inferno 1-4.  
 

 
 

 

Week 2 

M 06/29 
Dissolving 
Personae 

Inferno 5-10 Read Inf. 5-10 
 

 

https://ucsc.go-redrock.com/tracweb40/NoAccess.4sp?errText=insufficient%20credentials%20to%20view%20content
https://ucsc.go-redrock.com/tracweb40/NoAccess.4sp?errText=insufficient%20credentials%20to%20view%20content
https://lss.ucsc.edu/index.html
http://titleix.ucsc.edu/
https://ucsc-gme-advocate.symplicity.com/public_report/index.php/pid681212?
https://policy.ucop.edu/doc/4000385/SVSH
https://policy.ucop.edu/doc/4000385/SVSH
http://titleix.ucsc.edu/
https://ucsc-gme-advocate.symplicity.com/public_report/index.php/pid304388?
https://titleix.ucsc.edu/about/titleix-covid19.html
http://domino.leonet.it/sdi/bibliografia.nsf/frasetINFO
https://www-cambridge-org.proxy.library.nd.edu/core/books/the-cambridge-companion-to-dante/6B6825B68AD3F8439DDFD690F6955F7E
https://www-cambridge-org.proxy.library.nd.edu/core/books/the-cambridge-companion-to-dante/6B6825B68AD3F8439DDFD690F6955F7E
https://www-cambridge-org.proxy.library.nd.edu/core/books/the-cambridge-companion-to-dante/6B6825B68AD3F8439DDFD690F6955F7E
https://dante.dartmouth.edu/
http://www.danteonline.it/english/home_ita.asp
http://danteworlds.laits.utexas.edu/
http://digitaldante.columbia.edu/dante/divine-comedy/
http://www.treccani.it/scuola/dossier/2008/dante/13.html
http://etcweb.princeton.edu/dante/index.html
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W 07/1 
Stable 
Metamorphosis 
 

Quiz 2 

Inferno 11-14 

Read Inf. 11-14 OPTIONAL: 
Watch the 
film Seven 
(1995) 

(link on 

Canvas) 
Week 3 

M 07/6 

This is real! 

Inferno. 15-17                  Read Inf. 15-17  

W 07/8 
Imago Dei: A 
Metamorphosis 
without 
Catharsis  

Quiz 3 

Inferno 18-21 

 

Read: Inferno 18-20  
 

 

Midterm Exam (Take-home: allow 60 minutes) 

Week 4 

M 07/13 
Mutation & 
Transmutation: 
Taccia Ovidio 

Inf. 22-25 
 

Read: Inf. 22-25 
 

 

W 07/15 
 

Quiz 4 

Inferno 26-29 

Read Inf. 26-29 Read excerpt 

from Primo 

Levi’s If This 
is a Man (PDF 

on Canvas) 
Week 5 

M 07/20 
Beastly Treason  

Inferno 30-32 Read: Inferno 30-32 
 

OPTIONAL: 
Watch the 

silent film 
Dante’s 
Inferno 
(1935). 

W 07/22 
Last 
Metamorphosis: 
Stone and 
Lucifer  

Quiz 5 

Inferno 33-34 
  

Read: Inferno 33-34 
 
 

 

 
See you in class! 
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