
Self and Society Through Film 
STEV 80G Summer 2019 Session II  

INSTRUCTOR  

Kevin MacClaren                      

Email: kmacclar@ucsc.edu 

Classroom: Earth&Marine B210 

Meeting Times: MW 6:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.  

My Accessibility  

• Location: Mondays outside our classroom: Earth&Marine B210 4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. If 

you’re unable to meet at this time, message me to set up a different time to meet. 

• Email policy: I will respond to your message within 24 hours. 

 

TEACHING ASSISTANT  

Morgan Gates 

Email: megates@ucsc.edu 

 

REQUIRED MATERIALS  

• STEV 80G Course Reader  

• Amusing Ourselves to Death: Public Discourse in the Age of Show Business by Neil 

Postman ISBN#978-0143036531 

• Ten Arguments for Deleting Your Social Media Accounts Now by Jaron Lanier 

ISBN#978-1250196682 

 

COURSE INTRODUCTION 

Throughout this five-week session, this course will provide you with intellectual and conceptual 

tools on how to critically interpret the self and society against the backdrop of the current digital 

media landscape. Major themes of the course include existentialism, media philosophy, 

propaganda, and the impact of the Internet/social media on the self and society. We will examine 

these aspects by viewing films and documentaries, and by reading relevant texts. By the end of 

the course, you will gain practical and theoretical knowledge as to some of the possible reasons 

why we live in society that enjoys access to an abundance of information, yet is losing its grip on 

truth; why we live in society that is increasingly connected, yet is more divided and politically 

polarized; why we live in a society that is able to communicate with instantaneous ease, yet 

public discourse among individuals and groups is breaking down; why we live in a society where 

more people have a voice than ever before in human history, yet democratic institutions appear 

to be under threat. This course is designed to provide you with a framework for understanding, 

interpreting, and navigating our present digital media ecosystem as you interface with the world 

moving forward. We will explore these issues and others by listening and sharing our views with 

one another while we read, write, and engage with films, documentaries, and texts that provide 

us with a launching pad for having productive and fruitful conversations about some of the 

important societal questions of our day.  

 

IMPORTANT DEADLINES AND INFORMATION  

Neither Summer Session nor instructors drop students for non-attendance or non-payment.  

Students must drop themselves.  Dropping results in full tuition reversal/refund.  Withdraw posts 

a W for the grade and full tuition is charged (no refund). For all dates and deadlines, including 



‘change of grade option’ (P/NP) and grades due, here is the summer academic calendar: 

https://summer.ucsc.edu/studentlife/index.html. For questions about dropping, requesting a W 

grade for a course, or withdrawing from the summer quarter, email summer@ucsc.edu.  

Drop: Monday, August 5 

Request for “W”: Friday, August 16 

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  

Academic integrity is the cornerstone of a university education. Academic dishonesty diminishes 

the university as an institution and all members of the university community. It tarnishes the 

value of a UCSC degree. All members of the UCSC community have an explicit responsibility to 

foster an environment of trust, honesty, fairness, respect, and responsibility. All members of the 

university community are expected to present as their original work only that which is truly their 

own. All members of the community are expected to report observed instances of cheating, 

plagiarism, and other forms of academic dishonesty in order to ensure that the integrity of 

scholarship is valued and preserved at UCSC. In the event a student is found in violation of the 

UCSC Academic Integrity policy, he or she may face both academic sanctions imposed by the 

instructor of record and disciplinary sanctions imposed either by the provost of his or her college 

or the Academic Tribunal convened to hear the case. Violations of the Academic Integrity policy 

can result in dismissal from the university and a permanent notation on a student’s transcript. For 

the full policy and disciplinary procedures on academic dishonesty, students and instructors 

should refer to the Academic Integrity page at the Division of Undergraduate Education. 

 

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES  

The Disability Resources Center (DRC) reduces barriers to inclusion and full participation for 

students with disabilities by providing support to individually determine reasonable academic 

accommodations. If you have questions or concerns about exam accommodations or any other 

disability-related matter, please contact the DRC office, located in Hahn 125 or at 831-459-2089 

or drc@ucsc.edu.  

 

If you need accommodations, please let me know as soon as possible. You have the rights to 

have your needs met. 

 

TITLE IX 

The university cherishes the free and open exchange of ideas and enlargement of knowledge. To 

maintain this freedom and openness requires objectivity, mutual trust, and confidence; it requires 

the absence of coercion, intimidation, or exploitation. The principal responsibility for 

maintaining these conditions must rest upon those members of the university community who 

exercise most authority and leadership: faculty, managers, and supervisors. The university has 

therefore instituted a number of measures designed to protect its community from sex 

discrimination, sexual harassment, sexual violence, and other related prohibited conduct. 

Information about the Title IX Office, the online reporting link, applicable campus resources, 

reporting responsibilities, the UC Policy on Sexual Violence and Sexual Harassment and the UC 

Santa Cruz Procedures for Reporting and Responding to Reports of Sexual Violence and Sexual 

Harassment can be found at titleix.ucsc.edu. The Title IX/Sexual Harassment Office is located at 

105 Kerr Hall. In addition to the online reporting option, you can contact the Title IX Office by 

calling 831-459-2462. 

https://summer.ucsc.edu/studentlife/index.html
mailto:summer@ucsc.edu
https://www.ue.ucsc.edu/academic_misconduct
mailto:drc@ucsc.edu
http://titleix.ucsc.edu/
https://ucsc-gme-advocate.symplicity.com/public_report/index.php/pid681212?
https://titleix.ucsc.edu/Resources%20and%20Options%202.18.pdf
https://policy.ucop.edu/doc/4000385/SVSH
http://titleix.ucsc.edu/
https://ucsc-gme-advocate.symplicity.com/public_report/index.php/pid681212?


 

ATTENDANCE 

I strongly encourage you to come to every class meeting. Please arrive on time because coming 

late to class is disruptive and prevents others from learning. Since this is a shortened quarter, you 

can only miss one class with no effect on your grade. Use this wisely! If you are sick, stay home, 

rest, and get better. If you have an absence and are going to miss another class, please let me 

know as soon as possible because having more than one absence jeopardizes your ability to 

pass the course. 

 

TECHNOLOGY  

During our class, avoid using computers (when unneeded) and mobile phones, which can prevent 

you and other students from learning. In cases of emergencies, please take your calls and texts 

outside of the classroom.  

 

EVALUATION/GRADE 

Grades will be based on the breakdown below. Explanations of each component follow. 

Aspect of Course Percent of Grade 

Essay #1 20% 

Essay #2 25% 

Response Papers, Reading Questions, Film 

Free-Writes  

20% 

Postman Chapter Presentation 10%  

Lanier Debate  10% 

Participation/Contribution  15% 

  

ESSAYS (45%) 

The act of writing provides us with an integral experience of getting to know ourselves and our 

subject more deeply through increasing the depth of our thoughts and ideas on paper. There will 

be two separate essays during the five-week session. Essays will vary in length depending on the 

assignment. Essays must integrate textual and visual analysis. Individual assignments will be 

handed out at least one week prior to the due date during the session. 

 

 

 

RESPPONSE PAPERS, ASSIGNMENTS AND FILM FREE-WRITES (20%)   



These are informal assignments to chart your intellectual journey throughout the course. From 

these you will mine ideas for conversations, discussions, and essays. You will submit your 

response papers on Canvas. Also, please print out and bring your assignments to each class 

meeting to use during our sessions. I advise you to keep these response papers and free-writes in 

a single folder or binder. Film free-writes will usually be written in class and will consist of 

jotting down your reaction, thoughts, and critiques of the films for approximately five minutes 

after each film viewing. Sometimes these free-writes will be prompted with an open-ended 

question. Response papers will be assessed on a three-point scale and film free-writes will be 

graded for completeness.  

 

POSTMAN CHAPTER PRESENTATION (10%) 

Your group will present on an individual chapter assigned to you from the book Amusing 

Ourselves to Death: Public Discourse in the Age of Show Business by Neil Postman. Your 

presentation will aim to consist of the chapter’s thesis, main points, important quotes/passages, 

and the evidence and examples Postman employs to support the chapter’s thesis. Your group 

will also make contemporary connections about ideas and themes in the chapter as well as 

generate open-ended questions to lead a class discussion on the chapter (more detailed 

information will be provided during the course).  

 

LANIER DEBATE (10%) 

There are actually eight substantive arguments in Jaron Lanier’s book, Ten Arguments for 

Deleting Your Social Media Accounts. For each of Lanier’s arguments, we will be having a 

debate to test the merits of the author’s arguments and the strength of his overall thesis, which 

is to delete your social media accounts NOW! (more detailed information will be provided 

during the course)  

 

TIME EXPECTATIONS 

Your time requirement for this course is conceived as follows: This is a five week 

5 unit course with the expectation of thirty hours of work spent per week on it. 

  

PARTICIPATION/CONTRIBUTION (15%) 

Your participation is integral to our class having productive and fruitful conversations. 

Participation that displays thoughtful analysis of the assigned texts and films is expected at each 

class meeting. But your participation in discussions is not just inserting a talking point here and 

there and then fading back into the crowd. Listening during our class discussions is just as 

important as speaking, and for us to have great conversations, you are strongly encouraged to 

come prepared to each class meeting. This means viewing each movie with intent, completing 

the readings and the reading assignments in a thoughtful manner, listening to your colleagues 

speaking, offering your own analysis of the texts and films, and by raising a question to engage 

the class. Importantly, we learn by being active learners, not passive ones. And our conversations 

will key us into being active learners.  

 

“Tell me and I forget, teach me and I remember, involve me and I learn.” – Benjamin Franklin 

inspired by the Tao Te Ching.  

. 

 



 

 

CLASS SCHEDULE 

  

WEEK ONE 

RP = Response Paper  

FW = Film Free-write 

 

 Monday 7/29 

Film – Run Lola Run (FW #1)  

  

 

Wednesday 7/31 

Reading Assignment – “The Myth of Sisyphus,” Albert Camus 441-463 (RP #1) 

Film – Mr. Nobody (FW #2)  

  

 WEEK TWO 

  

Monday 8/5 

Reading Assignment – The Myth of Sisyphus,” Albert Camus 463 - 492 (RP #2) 

Film - Mr. Nobody (FW #3)  

 

Wednesday 8/7 

Essay #1 Due 

Viewing Assignment – “How Language Shapes the Way We Think” Lera Boroditsky (RP#3) 

https://www.ted.com/talks/lera_boroditsky_how_language_shapes_the_way_we_think 

Reading Assignment – Susan Sontag “The Imagination of Disaster” in the Course Reader (pp.33-

40) No Response Paper (Read/Take Notes)  

Film – The Arrival (FW #4) 

 

 WEEK THREE 

  

Monday 8/12 

Reading Assignment – Amusing Ourselves to Death by Neil Postman  

Read chapters 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,9,11 

Write separate responses for the sections below 

Chapters 1 and 2 (RP #4)  

Chapters 3, 4 and 5 (RP#5) 

Chapters 6 and 7 (RP#6)  

Chapters 9 and 11 (RP#7)  

Postman Group Chapter Presentations  

 

 

Wednesday 8/14 

Reading Assignment – Postman Chapter Presentations continued if needed.  

https://www.ted.com/talks/lera_boroditsky_how_language_shapes_the_way_we_think


National Geographic “They Are Watching You” Robert Draper (RP#8) 

Film – Snowden (FW #5) 

 

WEEK FOUR 

 

Monday 8/19 

Snowden Assignment  

Film - No (FW #6)  

 

Wednesday 8/21 

Reading Assignment – Brave New World Revisited, Aldous Huxley (RP #9)  

Docu-Series  

  

 

WEEK FIVE 

  

Monday 8/26 

Read the book Ten Arguments for Deleting Your Social Media Accounts Now by Jaron Lanier 

and prepare for your group’s debates.  

Debates – Testing Lanier’s Thesis  

 

Wednesday 8/28 (Last day of Class) 

Essay #2 Due 

Film – Captain Fantastic  

  

  

  


